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John Gooch steps down as Colehill Library Chairman — end of an era!

Ardent, tenacious and successful campaigner to As John explained twelve months later, “last year
keep Colehill Library open for the Community. we started as a committee of volunteers, decided
John Goochs’s active involvement and support for the to become a private limited company limited by

library goes back to the days of the early threats of guarantee, and have applied to become a charity,
closure by DLS; three of which were resisted. which we hope will happen in March”.

Finally in 2011 During this time John was

Dorset Council
announced that

it was intending
to withdraw its
financial support
for nine libraries
including Colehill.

supported by a growing number
of very able volunteers. However
it is doubtful if anything could
have been achieved so successfully
without John’s considerable drive
and high level of activity. Much of
this work was challenging, time
consuming (and often tedious).
Colehill Library finally became
community managed on

8™ January 2013 and celebrated
the official opening on the

9" February, fittingly National

In December

that year, more
than 120 people
came forward as
volunteers to run a . ‘ .
community library. John campaigning on the steps of County Hall

Libraries Day that year.
Being on the Parish Council at the time of the last John’s energetic work has continued to this day,
most serious threat, he was active in setting up overseeing along the way a number of necessary,
CLAG (Colehill Library Action Group) formed from expensive projects (windows, roof, etc.) to ensure
members of the Friends Committee and the Parish the structural integrity of the building.

Council. They held direct discussions with DCC and
EDDC. John also attended some of the meetings with
AdLib, the group formed from representatives from
library friends groups campaigning to save Dorset’s
20 threatened libraries

In February 2012 Colehill Community Library

was set up at the first Committee meeting chaired
by John. The choice of, and acceptance by, John as
Chairman was very important in view of the need
to deal with the considerable weight of legal and
financial machinations to come. He worked with
David Mitchell to secure the financial support of the
Parish Council. This was assured when the residents
of Colehill responded to a questionnaire and agreed

) John pictured at the official opening with Colehill resident
to pay a small extra sum on the Council Tax to be and TV star Michael Medwin OBE, Annette Brooke MP,
used specifically to run the library. and the local Councillors who have been so supportive.
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Chairman-elect Cllr. Susan Cowsill says

A final word from Linda Roberts,

Library Volunteer Coordinator

“We should all appreciate John's supportive but light
touch in encouraging the daily work of the library. It has
allowed the wide and varied talents of our volunteers

to be used to the full and to develop our services to

the community. Not every “boss” would have been so
receptive to the variety of ideas which have been floated
passed him! Thanks John.”

‘John is going to be a hard act to follow!”



